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Editor’s note

This series is produced by KPMG Healthcare and is intended to be short and succinct,
less than 360 words, to provide a weekly digestible bite of healthcare regulatory, policy,
and industry news relevant to our clients. Links are provided to source material (proposed
and final requlations, agency guidance and press releases, reports, research, etc.) when
available. Please share this email with colleagues and other interested individuals, and
encourage them to subscribe to our mailing list here.

We welcome your feedback. Let us know if KPMG can help. Please reply to this email
with any comments or requests.

Subscribe here
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Healthcare regulatory news

CMS reversed its decision to pause all Medicare payments to providers as the
government shutdown continues, noting that it will only hold on processing claims related
to programs for which payment provisions expired, including telehealth and certain rural

services.


https://kpmg.com/us/en/home/insights/2018/01/around-the-world-in-360-words.html
https://kpmg.com/us/en/capabilities-services/advisory-services/risk-and-compliance/regulation-compliance-healthcare.html#subscribeatw
https://kpmg.com/us/en/capabilities-services/advisory-services/risk-and-compliance/regulation-compliance-healthcare.html#subscribeatw
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/payment/fee-for-service-providers
https://www.statnews.com/2025/10/15/cms-pauses-medicare-payments-to-doctors-government-shutdown/?utm_campaign=breaking_news&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--sBj1gLKlVMOU-JTRn7eGhFP5HAOFb5YZ7IpVRGLh4ePVFdKNZzDNcszvE37x0vvtQANLHOj5c7sUR9eGG3G-yWyxi7w&_hsmi=385375267&utm_content=385375267&utm_source=hs_email

President Donald Trump's recent executive order adapts the federal hiring authority

strategy, including at HHS, shifting decisions to agency leaders and appointees. Agencies
must form Strategic Hiring Committees to approve all hires, develop Annual Staffing Plans
aligned with administration priorities, and report progress quarterly to ensure
accountability and workforce alignment.

FDA announced the first nine recipients of its new Commissioner’s National Priority
Voucher (CNPV) pilot program, which offers expedited drug review within 1-2 months for
products addressing key national health priorities like unmet medical needs, public health
crises, domestic manufacturing, and affordability.

Roche Diagnostics' Elecsys pTau181 blood test received FDA clearance, developed in
partnership with Eli Lilly, to help primary care physicians rule out Alzheimer's disease in
adults aged 55 and older showing cognitive symptoms. The test measures a key
biomarker linked to Alzheimer's and supports early assessment, enabling more timely,
targeted referrals for further evaluation.

Healthcare law and policy news

HHS has begun rehiring staff that were initially issued reduction-in-force notices during the
federal government shutdown, many of which included critical teams involved in disease
surveillance and outbreak responses. Former CDC officials and staff warn that these
abrupt cuts, coupled with a lack of transparency, threaten the agency’s ability to respond
effectively to ongoing public health emergencies and daily health threats.

California Governor Gavin Newsom signed several healthcare reforms targeting system
access and accountability. Senate Bill 306 phases out prior authorization for high-

approval services starting in 2028, while Senate Bill 351, effective January 1, 2026, limits

private equity and hedge fund influence on medical decisions and bans clinician
noncompete clauses.

Humana lost its second legal challenge against CMS regarding the decrease of its 2025
MA star ratings, potentially costing the company billions of dollars in bonus payments tied
to the star ratings. Humana reportedly intends to pursue all available legal options and
focus on improving its ratings.


https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/10/ensuring-continued-accountability-in-federal-hiring/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-awards-first-ever-national-priority-vouchers-nine-sponsors
https://diagnostics.roche.com/us/en/news-listing/2025/fda-cleared-ptau181-alzheimers-blood-test.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/10/11/what-we-know-about-the-cdc-reduction-in-force-00604549
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cdc-cuts-former-officials-not-prepared-daily-public-health-emergencies/
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB306/id/3223679
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB351/id/3270250
https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/cms-low-rating-not-arbitrary.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/humana-loses-challenge-2025-medicare-advantage-ratings-2025-10-14/
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