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Editor’s note 

Please note the next issue of ATW will be published on Tuesday, 
January 21, in observance of MLK Day. Have a great week! 

This series is produced by KPMG Healthcare and is intended to be short 
and succinct, less than 360 words, to provide a weekly digestible bite of 
healthcare regulatory, policy, and industry news relevant to our clients. 
Links are provided to source material (proposed and final regulations, 
agency guidance and press releases, reports, research, etc.) when 
available. Please share this email with colleagues and other interested 
individuals, and encourage them to subscribe to our mailing list here. 

We welcome your feedback. Let us know if KPMG can help. Please 
reply to this email with any comments or requests. 

 

  

 

Healthcare regulatory news 

In a new final rule, the Biden administra�on announced it will 
eliminate medical debt from consumer credit reports, removing $49 
billion in debt from the credit reports of about 15 million Americans 
and prohibi�ng the use of medical debt informa�on in lending 
decisions. 

The 2026 Medicare Advantage (MA) and Part D Advance No�ce would 
increase payments to MA plans by 4.33% on average, according to 

https://kpmg.com/us/en/home/insights/2018/01/around-the-world-in-360-words.html
https://kpmg.com/us/en/capabilities-services/advisory-services/risk-and-compliance/regulation-compliance-healthcare.html#subscribeatw
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/about-us/newsroom/cfpb-finalizes-rule-to-remove-medical-bills-from-credit-reports/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/2026-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-advance-notice-fact-sheet
https://kpmg.com/us/en/capabilities-services/advisory-services/risk-and-compliance/regulation-compliance-healthcare.html#subscribeatw


CMS, and includes Part D redesign modifica�ons to align with IRA 
requirements.  

CMS released explana�ons of the Maximum Fair Price (MFP) for each 
of the 10 drugs covered under Medicare Part D that were selected for 
the first cycle of nego�a�ons under the Drug Price Nego�a�on 
Program, as established by the Infla�on Reduc�on Act (IRA)... The MFP 
is the ceiling or highest nego�ated price for a selected drug; MFPs for 
the 10 drugs will take effect January 1, 2026. 

FDA will expand types of nonprescrip�on drugs available to 
consumers, establishing requirements for a nonprescrip�on drug 
product with an addi�onal condi�on for nonprescrip�on use (ACNU). 
Nonprescrip�on drugs with an ACNU require specific condi�ons to 
ensure safety, o�en involving addi�onal labeling or usage instruc�ons. 

HHS is awarding $306 million dollars to con�nue its H5N1 Avian Flu 
response, alloca�ng funding to ASPR, CDC, and NIH to focus on disease 
surveillance, tes�ng, and monitoring... HHS Secretary Becerra 
reiterated that the risk to humans remains low, but preparedness is 
cri�cal. 

 

 

 

Healthcare law and policy news 

Waivers on limita�ons for Medicare coverage of telehealth services will 
extend through March 31, 2025, due to legisla�on passed by Congress 
at the end of last year. Originally established in connec�on with the 
COVID-19 PHE, the waivers provide flexibili�es to expand access and 
con�nuity of care. 

Over 23 million consumers enrolled in Marketplace coverage for 2025, 
CMS reported. Due to the expanded tax credits under the IRA available 
through 2025, 4 out of 5 HealthCare.gov consumers can find a plan for 
$10 or less per month. 

The U.S. Surgeon General issued a new advisory highligh�ng the link 
between alcohol consump�on and an increased risk for at least seven 
different types of cancer. Annually, alcohol contributes to nearly 
100,000 cancer cases and around 20,000 cancer deaths. 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/2026-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-advance-notice-fact-sheet
https://www.cms.gov/inflation-reduction-act-and-medicare/medicare-drug-price-negotiation
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-issues-final-rule-broaden-types-nonprescription-drugs-available-consumers
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2025/01/03/hhs-awards-306-million-avian-flu-monitoring-and-preparedness-funding.html
https://www.congress.gov/118/bills/hr10545/BILLS-118hr10545enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/118/bills/hr10545/BILLS-118hr10545enr.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/nearly-24-million-consumers-have-selected-affordable-health-coverage-aca-marketplace-time-left
https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/priorities/alcohol-cancer/index.html


 

 

 

Ques�ons or comments, please send 
to us-hclsprac�ce@kpmg.com. 

   

  

kpmg.com/socialmedia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

  

  

 

  

Privacy | Legal 

You have received this message from KPMG LLP. If you wish to 
unsubscribe from Around the world of U.S. healthcare in 360 words or 
less, please click here. If you wish to unsubscribe from all KPMG 
communica�ons, please click here. 

KPMG LLP, 3 Chestnut Ridge Road, Montvale, NJ 07645 

© 2025 KPMG LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and a 
member firm of the KPMG global organiza�on of independent 
member firms affiliated with KPMG Interna�onal Limited, a private 
English company limited by guarantee. All rights reserved. 
USCS011380-1B 

The KPMG name and logo are trademarks used under license by the 
independent member firms of the KPMG global organiza�on. 
  

  

 

mailto:us-hclspractice@kpmg.com?subject=Questions%20or%20comments:%20Around%20the%20world%20of%20U.S.%20healthcare%20in%20360%20words%20or%20less
http://www.kpmg.com/socialmedia
http://www.kpmg.com/US/en/Pages/privacy.aspx
http://www.kpmg.com/US/en/Pages/onlinedisclaimer.aspx
mailto:us-optout@kpmg.com?subject=Opt%20Out:%20Around%20the%20world%20of%20U.S.%20healthcare%20in%20360%20words%20or%20less
mailto:us-optout@kpmg.com?subject=Opt%20Out:%20All%20Correspondence%20-%20Origin:%20Around%20the%20world%20of%20U.S.%20healthcare%20in%20360%20words%20or%20less
http://twitter.com/KPMG_US
http://www.linkedin.com/company/kpmg-us
http://www.facebook.com/KPMGUS/
http://www.instagram.com/kpmgus/
http://www.youtube.com/user/KPMGMediaChannel

