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Editor’s note 

This series is produced by KPMG Healthcare and is intended to be short 
and succinct, less than 360 words, to provide a weekly digestible bite of 
healthcare regulatory, policy, and industry news relevant to our clients. 
Links are provided to source material (proposed and final regulations, 
agency guidance and press releases, reports, research, etc.) when 
available. Please share this email with colleagues and other interested 
individuals, and encourage them to subscribe to our mailing list here. 

We welcome your feedback. Let us know if KPMG can help. Please 
reply to this email with any comments or requests. 

 

  

 

Healthcare regulatory news 

NIH allocated ~$270M to a newly established research program that 
will provide funding and support to Indigenous communi�es struggling 
with opioid disorder; American Indian and Alaska Na�ves have suffered 
the highest overdose rates in recent years.  

Novovax’s latest COVID-19 vaccine recently received FDA emergency 
use authoriza�on (EUA); the EUA comes as summer rates of COVID-19 
are the highest since 2022. 

 

https://kpmg.com/us/en/home/insights/2018/01/around-the-world-in-360-words.html
https://kpmg.com/us/en/capabilities-services/advisory-services/risk-and-compliance/regulation-compliance-healthcare.html#subscribeatw
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-launches-program-advance-research-led-native-american-communities-substance-use-pain
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db491.htm
https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases/2024-08-30-Novavax-2024-2025-Formula-COVID-19-Vaccine-Now-Authorized-and-Recommended-for-Use-in-the-U-S
https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases/2024-08-30-Novavax-2024-2025-Formula-COVID-19-Vaccine-Now-Authorized-and-Recommended-for-Use-in-the-U-S
https://www.cdc.gov/cfa-modeling-and-forecasting/rt-estimates/index.html
https://kpmg.com/us/en/capabilities-services/advisory-services/risk-and-compliance/regulation-compliance-healthcare.html#subscribeatw


 

 

Healthcare law and policy news 

The House Energy & Commerce Subcommitee on Oversight and 
Inves�ga�on will hold a hearing on oversight of the US Transplant 
System, a year a�er passage of a new law that decentralized the Organ 
Procurement and Transplant Network. 

    

The CDC and FDA announced youth e-cigarete use declined 25% from 
2.1M in 2023 to 1.6M in 2024, atribu�ng the decline to tobacco 
control strategies, regula�ons and enforcement. 

Humana will leave 13 MA markets next year, following its disclosure in 
July that it will likely lose several hundred thousand members during 
the Medicare open enrollment season due to benefit cuts and exits 
from certain markets. 

A recent USDA report found that 13.5% of US households struggle to 
access and afford groceries in 2023... food insecurity has increased 
significantly since 2022 and is correlated with the ending of enhanced 
temporary SNAP benefits provided during the federal COVID-19 public 
health emergency. 

Over 5.4M Medicare beneficiaries likely have some form of demen�a, 
according to a new model and data hub that is the first na�onal 
surveillance system able to track diseases resul�ng in cogni�ve 
decline... Alzheimer's cost the US economy $321B in 2022 and costs 
are expected to increase to $1T by 2050 as the popula�on ages. 

A study published in the Annals of Internal Medicine found that dialysis 
rarely improved the life expectancy for elderly individuals with chronic 
kidney disease; those on dialysis had a life expectancy of 770 days vs. 
761 days for those on medical management.  

McKesson, Cardinal, and Cencora, three of the largest wholesale drug 
distributors, have agreed to pay health insurers $300M for their role in 
the opioid epidemic...~1M Americans have died from opioid overdoses 
between 1999 and 2020. 

 

https://energycommerce.house.gov/posts/chairs-rodgers-and-griffith-announce-oversight-hearing-on-organ-procurement-and-transplantation-network
https://www.congress.gov/118/plaws/publ14/PLAW-118publ14.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7335a3.htm?s_cid=mm7335a3_w
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/humana-exiting-medicare-advantage-13-markets#:%7E:text=Humana%20reaffirmed%20its%20full%2Dyear,choose%20from%20in%20certain%20geographies.
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/humana-membership-losses-medicare-advantage-plan-cuts/722619/
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2024/09/04/statement-agriculture-secretary-tom-vilsack-2023-household-food
https://www.axios.com/2024/09/04/dementia-alzheimers-medicare-surveillance-model
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/2022/7/the-economic-costs-of-alzheimer-s-disease#:%7E:text=July%206%2C%202022&text=Over%206%20million%20Americans%20are,%24271%20billion%20in%20unpaid%20caregiving.
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M23-3028
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/25085022-mckesson_cencora_cardinal_opioid_settlement
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db428.htm


 

 

Ques�ons or comments, please send 
to us-hclsprac�ce@kpmg.com. 
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