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The KPMG team regularly monitors recent developments across the globe in the
Immigration space and publishes them as Immigration News Highlights. Please find
the key developments that occurred over the last week enumerated below. Click
here to find all issues of the Immigration News Highlights on the GMS Flash
Alert: Immigration page.

Americas

Canada

Express Entry applicants are no longer required to provide medical reports upfront

Canadian authorities have confirmed that Express Entry PR applicants would no longer be
required to mandatorily provide medical examination results. Applicants are now advised to wait
until they receive a notification before proceeding with their medical examinations, post which,
they shall have 30 days to complete the examination.

Read More

Costa Rica
Costa Rica, Honduras impose reciprocal visa requirements

The governments of Costa Rica and Honduras imposed visa requirements on travelers wishing
to travel to either country. The measure was taken in response to growing security concerns.

Read More

Mexico

Mexico implements new visitor visa requirement for airport transits


https://kpmg.com/xx/en/home/insights/2022/01/flash-alert-immigration.html
https://kpmg.com/xx/en/home/insights/2022/01/flash-alert-immigration.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-permanent-residents.html
https://reuters.com/world/americas/costa-rica-honduras-impose-reciprocal-visa-requirements-after-costa-rican-safety-2023-10-10/

Mexican authorities announced that travelers transiting through airports in Mexico will now be
subject to additional requirements and restrictions after the introduction of the Mexican visitor
visa. Holders of passports from Japan, Canada, United States, United Kingdom, the Schengen
Zone, and members of the Pacific Alliance are exempted from the new rules, and shall not be
required to possess a visitor visa while transiting through Mexico.

Read More

United States
Some lIsraelis currently ineligible for US visa waiver

The US Visa Waiver program is only applicableto Israeli nationals who hold biometric passports.
Holders of an optic Israeli passportwill not be able to complete the Electronic System for Travel
Authorization (ESTA) form, which is required in order to enter the US for a period of 90 days
without obtaining a visa.

Read More

United States
November Visa Bulletin released

The USCISreleased the November Visa Bulletin, reflecting no movementin key employment-
based visa categories. The Dates for Filing Chart shall be utilised to determine the eligibility for
adjustment of status of employment-based filings.

Read More

United States
Registrations for 2025 Diversity Visa program open

The USCIS opened registrations for the 2025 Diversity Visa Program on 4 October 2023, at
12PM EDT, and shall be closing them on 7 November 2023, 12PM EST. Interested applicants
would be required to fill and submit the online Diversity Visa entry form available on the e-DV
website. Physical paperapplications shall not be accepted, and only one entry per person shall
be permitted.

Read More

¥ 2l Asiapacific

Hong Kong
New visa extension rules to take effectin Hong Kong

Hong Kong authorities have announced the abolishment of the special arrangementthatenabled
non-permanent residents who are outside of Hong Kong to apply for extension of stay without
returning to Hong Kong for the same. The arrangement was introduced specially during the
COVID19 pandemic, however, 1 January 2024 onwards individuals would have to be physically
presentin Hong Kong to apply for extension of stay and to collect the e-Visa.


https://visaguide.world/news/mexico-implements-new-visitor-visa-requirement-for-airport-transits/
https://en.globes.co.il/en/article-18-million-israelis-currently-ineligible-for-us-visa-waiver-1001458965
https://travel.state.gov/content/dam/visas/Bulletins/visabulletin_November2023.pdf
https://dvprogram.state.gov/

Read More

Iran
Iran considers visa-free travel with several countries

The Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesperson announced thatthe country is considering abolishing
visa requirements for travelers from several countries, including Saudi Arabia. The decision is
being considering following Iran’s development in diplomatic relations with Saudi Arabia.

Read More

United Arab Emirates
New Emirates ID card fee structure for Pakistanis and Indians announced

Emirati authorities released the updated fee structure for Emirates ID cards issued to Indian and
Pakistani nationals. Afee of AED100 shall be charged for a five year Emirates ID, along with an
AED150 service fee, AED30 typing center fee and an additional AED150 as an urgent service
fee for expedited processing, if applicable.

Read More

Europe and Africa

Angola

Angola puts into place visa-free entry to nationals from over 90 countries

The government of Angola announced a visa waiver for travelers from over 90 countries,
including United States, Portugal, Brazil, Russia and China. Nationals from these countries
wishing to visit Angola can stay for a period of 90 days without obtaining a visa prior to their
arrival.

Read More

Germany
Germany grants 5-year Schengen visas for Kuwaitis

German authorities announced the launch of a Schengen visa with a validity of 5 years for
Kuwaiti nationals holding a valid passport. The measure was taken in order to deepen ties,
marking 60 years of diplomacy between the two countries.

Read More

Portugal
Portugal puts an end to special tax regime for new residents in 2024

The governmentof Portugal announced their decision to end the tax relief scheme that subjects
Portuguese income of new residents to a rate of 20 percent, along with several exemptions, fora
period of 10 years. Portuguese citizens notbenefittingfrom the scheme are subject to a regular
tax rate of 48 percent. The scheme shall be discontinued as a step towards containing the
inflation in the housing market.


https://travelobiz.com/new-visa-extension-rules-to-take-effect-in-hong-kong/
https://themedialine.org/headlines/iran-considers-visa-free-travel-with-saudi-arabia-and-other-countries/
https://www.bolnews.com/pakistan/2023/10/new-emirates-id-card-fee-structure-for-pakistanis-and-indians-announced-october-2023/
https://www.africanews.com/2023/10/06/angola-opens-up-puts-in-place-visa-free-entry-to-nationals-from-over-90-countries/
https://www.zawya.com/en/world/middle-east/germany-grants-5-year-schengen-visas-for-kuwaitis-xdbp79op

Read More

Sweden

Foreign workers need to make over EUR2,900 to be eligible for Swedish work permits as of 1
November 2023

Swedish authorities have increased the subsistence requirement for labour migrants to a
minimum of 80 percentof the average salary in the country,amounting to atleast EUR2,900. The
measure was taken with the aim of reducing low-skilled labour migration to Sweden, and to
prevent fraud surrounding to labour migration.

Read More

Thomas Wolf

Head of KPMG'’s Global
Immigration Network

T: +49 30 530 199-300
E: twolf@kpmg-law.com

social.kpmg

AOnE0

Privacy | Legal

© 2023 Copyright ownedby one or more of the KPMG International entities. KPMG International entities provide no services to
clients. All rights reserved.

KPMG is a global organization of independent professional services firms providing Audit, Tax and Advisory services. KPMGis the
brand under which the member firms of KPMG International Limited (“‘KPMG International”) operate and provide professional
services. “KPMG” is used to refer to individual member firms within the KPMG organization or to one or more member firms
collectively.

KPMG firms operate in 143 countries and territories withmore than 265,000 partners and employees working in member firms
around the world. Each KPMG firmis a legally distinct and separate entity and describes itself as such. Each KPMG memberfirmis
responsible for its own obligations and liabilities. KPMG Intemational Limited is a private English company limited by guarantee.
KPMG International Limited and its related entities do not provide services to clients. For more detail about our structure, please
visit https://kpmg.com/xx/en/home/misc/governance.html.


https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/portugal-puts-an-end-to-special-tax-regime-for-new-residence-in-2024/
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/foreign-workers-need-to-make-over-e2900-to-be-eligible-for-swedish-work-permits-as-of-november-1/
mailto:twolf@kpmg-law.com
file:///C:/Users/sreejithpd/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YIPVHPS8/social.kpmg
https://www.facebook.com/KPMG
https://twitter.com/kpmg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kpmg
http://instagram.com/kpmg
https://www.youtube.com/kpmg

