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The KPMG team regularly monitors recentdevelopments across the globe in the
Immigration space and publishesthem as Immigration News Highlights. Please
find the key developments thatoccurred over the last week enumerated below.
Click hereto find all issues of the Immigration News Highlights on the GMS
Flash Alert: Immigration page.

Americas

Canada

British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and New Brunswick invite PNP candidates this
week

Four Canadian provinces have invited candidates in the latest Provincial Nominee Programme
(PNP) draw results. The PNP is the route foreconomicimmigration to Canada. By the end of
2025, Canada will welcome 117,500 new permanentresidents under PNP, according to the
Immigration Levels Plan 2023—-2025.

Read More

Canada
IRCC updates express entry proof of funds requirement

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) has updated the evidence of finances
prerequisite for express entry candidates. The modification became official on April 25 and
was announced on 2 May 2023, on the IRCC website. The quantity of proof of money s
changed annually. The amountis calculated by IRCC using 50 percentof the low-income
cutoff amounts.

Read More


https://kpmg.com/xx/en/home/insights/2022/01/flash-alert-immigration.html
https://www.cicnews.com/2023/05/british-columbia-saskatchewan-manitoba-and-new-brunswick-invite-pnp-candidates-this-week-0534820.html#gs.wyaxm5
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/express-entry/documents/proof-funds.html

United States

Biden administration to end COVID-19 vaccination requirements for CMS-certified facilities
and others

Biden-Harris administration has cancelled outthe COVID-19 vaccination mandate for federal
workers, federal contractors, foreign air travelers, head startinstructors, and healthcare
institutions with CMS certification.

Read More

United States

ICE updates Form I-9 requirementflexibility to grantemployers more time to comply with
requirements

ICE has updated the guidance, according to which, employers who use virtual processes need
to adhere to a set of ruleswhen "normal operations" restart. Initially, this involved physically
analyzing papers thathad been remotely seen within three business days; however, ICE has
now increased thatwindow to 30 days from the day the interim measures cease, or until 30
August2023.

Read More

United States

State departmentreleases FY 2024 diversity visa lottery results

The state departmenthasreleasedthe resultsin its official diversity visa lottery website, which
can be checked by the lottery applicants on May 6 2023, to find outif they have been selected
to apply fora diversity visa. Lottery winners do not getdirect communication from the State

Department. Those who are chosen may apply for permanentresidency during the fiscal year
(2024), which starts on 1 October 2023.

Read More

¥ 4l \siapacific

Kazakhstan
Kazakhstan seeks to introduce mutual visa-free regime with 26 countries

The ministry of culture and sports in Kazakhstan is in negotiations to establish areciprocal
visa-free policy with 26 nations, including Austria, Bahrain, San Marino, and Saudi Arabia. The
ministry wants to eliminate the need for an invitation, extend the list of nations whose citizens
may apply foran electronic visa to Kazakhstan, and streamline the process for United Arab
Emirates citizens seeking visas.


https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/05/01/the-biden-administration-will-end-covid-19-vaccination-requirements-for-federal-employees-contractors-international-travelers-head-start-educators-and-cms-certified-facilities/
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/ice-updates-form-i-9-requirement-flexibility-grant-employers-more-time-comply#:~:text=WASHINGTON%20%E2%80%93%20The%20U.S.%20Department%20of,sunset%20on%20July%2031%2C%202023.
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTooz6zeX-AhUm7TgGHSyhCoEQFnoECBoQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usa.gov%2Fdv-lottery-results&usg=AOvVaw0uiuZ9NScbwncRRmzSWRUc

Read More

Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia scraps visa stickers, introduces e-visas in seven countries

The Saudiforeign ministry stated thatelectronic visas will take the place of visa stamps in
seven nations. According to the ministry, the Kingdom's embassies in the United Arab
Emirates, Jordan, Egypt, Bangladesh, India, Philippines, and Indonesia began using e-visas
with QR codeson 1 May 2023.

Read More

United Arab Emirates
New 'Schengen-style'visa planned for GCC countries

GCC nations Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE have recently
undertaken negotiations to introduce a system thatwill enable visitors to all six of them ona
unified visa. When implemented, this approach aimsto save travelers from having to submit
numerous visa applications individually and encouragefrictionless travel between GCC
nations.

Read More

United Arab Emirates
UAE Golden Visa: New platform offers long-term residency to investors for AED2 million

The investing platform Stake will offer golden visas to investors who make investments totaling
at least AED2 million. Through Special Purpose Vehicles (SPV) formed in the Dubai
International Financial Centre (DIFC), the Golden Visa opportunity will be made available. This
is the firstprojectthat allows investorsin Dubaito use a digital investmentplatformto geta
Golden Visa.

Read More

Europe and Africa

Denmark

Denmarkto tighten citizenship rules once again

Denmark's authorities have announced new intentions to tighten citizenship laws, despite its
existing strict naturalization criteria. Furthermore, the same said thatthe deadline extension
also applies to Britons who have notyet made an application and thatthe authorities will begin
processing outstandingapplications thathad previously been puton hold.

Read More


https://astanatimes.com/2023/05/kazakhstan-seeks-to-introduce-mutual-visa-free-regime-with-26-countries/#:~:text=Kazakhstan%20Seeks%20to%20Introduce%20Mutual%20Visa%2DFree%20Regime%20with%2026%20Countries,-By%20Staff%20Report&text=ASTANA%20%E2%80%93%20Kazakhstan%20is%20holding%20talks,and%20Sports%20on%20May%204.
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/saudi-arabia/2023/05/04/-Saudi-Arabia-scraps-sticker-visas-introduces-e-visas-in-seven-countries
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/world/gulf/uae-new-schengen-style-visa-planned-for-gcc-countries
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/latest-news/uae-golden-visa-new-platform-offers-long-term-residency-to-investors-for-aed2m
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/denmark-to-tighten-citizenship-rules-once-again/

Moldova
Citizens from EU and other states will work in Moldova withoutwork permit

The Republic of Moldova will not be requiring a work permitfor nationals of the 27 EU member
states or other nations. The governmentaimsto importlabourers and the necessary skills for
the national economy. The Minister of Economic Developmentand Digitalization announced
the proposal during a news conference.

Read More

Nigeria
Updated immigration application portal

The Nigerian governmenthas improved its online immigration application system for passport,
visa-on-arrival, and visa-on-arrival applications. Applications for visas for travel and business,
visas on arrival,and new passports mustbe submitted through a new portal website starting
on 7 May 2023.

Read More

Slovenia
Slovenia working to introduce uniform work & residence permits for third country citizens

The Slovenian governmentis aiming to make itsimplerfor people from other countries to
immigrate and live there by adopting universal work and residency permits, particularly for
those who drive in international traffic. Aweek after the country published new amendments to
the Aliens Actin the Official Gazette of Slovenia, removing various barriers to getting a
residence permitfor citizens of other countries, a fresh proposal for unified work and residence
permitswas made.

Read More

United Kingdom
Innovator founder and scale-up visas endorsingbodies

Envestors Limited, UK Endorsing Services, Innovator International, and the Global
Entrepreneurs Programme will now be able to endorse foreign nationals. Endorsing bodies on
the "Legacy Innovator Endorsing Bodies"listmay issue further endorsements for Innovator
Founder applications thatthey previously supported via the Innovator or Start-up visa
pathways priorto April 132023.

Read More
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